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This book is designed as " a synopsis that
may prove suitable for both undergraduate
and postgraduate education and particularly
for clinicians who wish to introduce chemo-
therapy into their practices ". There are 3
Parts: I-Principles of drug treatment and
agents employed; II-Treatment of leukae-
mias and lymphomata; and III-Treatment
of solid tumours. From internal evidence (in
particular the number of references to the
work ofthe first three authors recorded at the
end of each section) it appears that Part I is
by Hall, Part II is by Eckhardt, and Part III
is by Brule. Presumably Winkler is respon-
sible for the overall integration of the parts.
On the whole each part is satisfactory but
there are a few small errors and omissions.
For example, combination of radiotherapy
with tretamine is advocated for retinoblas-
toma on the basis of work by Hyman and
Reese published in 1956 although more recent
publications make it clearthat theirimproved
results are more likelyto be due to moderation
in the dosage ofradiation than to the addition
of tretamine, and, for an example of an
omission, alcohol intolerance is not men-
tioned as a side effect of the use of pro-
carbazine.
Inevitably one can find fault with the
balance of a synopsis such as this but it is
surely not too carping to complain that
combination chemotherapy for Hodgkin's
disease is confined to less than a page despite
the fact that this constitutes one ofthe major
advances in the past decade. Admittedly
trophoblastic tumours are rare but the
outstanding results oftheir treatment and the
general principles which are illustrated by the
chemotherapy of this condition deserve more
than the half page allotted to it. On the
other hand it is difficult to understand why
more pages are devoted to the T.N.M.
staging of breast cancer than to the hormone
management of this condition.
It would have been helpful to have
included a list of the drugs mentioned in the
text along withtheirunofficial andproprietary
names.
It is probable that had any one of the
first three authors been commissioned to
write the whole work then a better balanced
and more effective manual would have been
achieved. However, despite the above
criticisms there are many good things in the
book, in particular there are admirably
concise and accurate accounts of dosage,
toxicity, and indications for most drugs and
the section on principles deserves unhurried
assimilation. This book should be very useful
for the undergraduates, postgraduates and
clinicians for whom it has been written.
I. D. H. TODD
Tissue Interactions in Carcinogenesis.
Edit. D. TARIN. Academic Press: London
and New York. 1972. 483 pp. £8.80.
The editor begins by challenging the view
that cancer is simply theresult ofuncontrolled
cellular multiplication caused by breakdown
of " growth control " mechanisms. This
kind of statement, he tells us, does not
satisfactorily explain the overall properties
of tumours such as their histological dis-
organization, invasiveness or propensity to
metastasize. He has therefore assembled a
series of chapters on tissue interactions in
normal differentiation and carcinogenesis.
Two chapters (by K. Kratchowil and
L. Saxen) review much interesting work that
has been done on tissue interactions in
morphogenesis, including induction of the
lens by the optic vesicle and of cartilage by
the notochord and spinal cord, and a variety
of interactions of epithelium and mesen-
chyme. The studies of Saxen with mouse
kidneys and of C. J. Dawe with mouse
salivary glands infected with polyoma virus
show that such interactions influence tumour
development.
Several ofthe chapters are concerned with
descriptions of the light microscopical, elec-
tron microscopical and cytochemical appear-
ances of preneoplastic and neoplastic states.
Although such descriptions are necessary
prerequisites for analyses of the biochemical
factors underlying relationships of normal
and neoplastic tissue components, e.g. epi-
thelium and underlying connective tissue,
they are no substitute for such analyses.
Few of the contributions to this book are
concerned with the biochemistry of tissueBOOK REVIEWS
interactions, although L. Strauch provides a
useful chapter on the role of collagenases in
tumour invasion. Little is said in this
volume about lysosomal proteases in this
process, although some interesting indications
of their importance have been presented.
T. P. Cowell describes the control of con-
nective tissue during embedding of the
mouse ovum, aninteresting modelofinvasion.
In general it must be said that while we
do not fully understand how viruses and
chemicals produce carcinogenic transforma-
tions, much research of high quality has
greatly extended our understanding of these
problems in recent years-on metabolic
conversion of carcinogenic chemicals to
active intermediates, integration of virus
genomes and other aspects. The role of
tissue interactions in carcinogenesis remains
largely at the descriptive level, as the volume
under review reminds us. More research
to give a deeper understanding of some of
these problems would certainly be worth
undertaking.
A. C. ALLISON
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